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etc., all in new and brilliant uniforms; but the astute
Cretans rejoiced in the change, for the cunning of
Mustapha Kiritly was more dangerous to them than
Omar Pasha and his European tactics.

I went to pay my respects and renew my offers of
good services if conciliation were to be attempted,
expecting to see a civilized general, but I found only
a conceited and bombastic old man who had not the
least idea of what he had undertaken. He pooh-
poohed conciliation, and assured me that his plans
were so perfect that within two weeks after his set-
ting out for the conquest of the island all would be
over and the insurrection at his mercy. I ventured
to suggest that he would find the country more dif-
ficult than he supposed, and that the total want of
roads would be a grave obstacle to such rapid suc-
cess. He replied that it could not be more difficult
than Montenegro, and he had conquered that, etc.,
and I left him greatly relieved as to the probability
of success in his operations.

He employed two weeks in his preparations, and
then set out for the conquest of Sphakia, moving in
two columns, with a total force of 15,000 men, his
own division taking the pass of Kallikrati, giving
access to Sphakia from the east, and held by Coro-
neos, and that of Mehmet Pasha moving against
Krapi, the pass on the north held by Zimbrakaki
and the Greek bands. Both divisions were driven
back to the plains. The savage excesses which fol-
lowed this double defeat far surpassed anything we
had knqwn. Villages which had long been at peacellery, etc.,tisters, and beganfe insurrection
